
St Stephen’s Primary Church School 

Tel: 01225 311 665 

Email: enquiries@ststephens.bwmat.org 

Twitter: @StStephensPri  

Instagram: ststephens.primary  

Facebook: Find us by searching St. Stephen’s Primary School, Bath  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Part of my role as Headteacher is to monitor the attendance and punctual-

ity of all pupils. Our Trust attendance policy is due to be reviewed by our 

Local Governing Committee next week and I will share the finalised poli-

cy once approved.  

We believe there are two main reasons why we should strive for maxi-

mum attendance and punctuality: 

1. Every lesson in school is important 

2. Attendance and punctuality are valuable life skills 

 

At St Stephen’s Church School, we are committed to providing high qual-

ity, engaging experiences and learning opportunities. Absence from any 

one of these lessons or experiences can cause a number of issues, includ-

ing anxiety for the child, as they can feel they have fallen behind, and this 

may have an impact on a child’s ability to succeed in the task that has 

been set. Frequent absence, or absence for blocks of time, may have a long

-lasting effect through the learning ‘gaps’ that are created in a child’s un-

derstanding. 

 

Furthermore, at our school we believe that attendance and punctuality are 

life skills which demonstrate an individual to be reliable, responsible and 

organised. It is the responsibility of the school and parents in partnership 

to prepare children for the future and we believe that attitudes to attend-

ance and punctuality developed at school will resonate throughout chil-

dren’s life and chosen careers. 
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Attendance Statistics 

Percentage Number of Missed Days 

Across a School Year 

Approx Number of 

Lessons 

95% 10 days 50x lessons 

90% 19 days (almost 4x weeks) 95x lessons 

85% 29 days (almost 6x weeks) 145x lessons 

80% 38 days (over 7x weeks) 190x lessons 



The beginning of the school day is an important time to ensure that children are settled, organised 

and ready to start learning. Poor punctuality can not only have an impact on an individual’s abil-

ity to begin their learning but can also have a negative impact on the rest of the class as the class 

teacher has to spend time supporting late comers.  

 

The class registers are taken as soon as the children are in the classroom. Any child who is not is 

school when their name is called is marked absent. If the child arrives after the register is closed 

but before 9.15am, a late mark is entered in the register.  The school gates will be closed promptly, 

and late arrivals need to enter the school via the main entrance.  We want to ensure there is a 

smart and timely start to every day and for this to happen, we need the support of all families to 

ensure this can happen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the families that work hard to achieve strong attendance and punctuality. For 

families whereby attendance and/or punctuality is a concern, I will be writing in the coming 

weeks to arrange a meeting so we as a school can understand any barriers to attendance/

punctuality and agree how we can work together to resolve them. Further reading can be found 

here: DfE Supporting Attendance 

 

To finish, we understand there are times when children are unwell and need time at home to get 

better. That is absolutely the right thing to do. Other than absence through illness and a few ex-

ceptional circumstances, we do expect children to be in school at all other times – and thank you 

for your support in this matter. 

Quick items: 

• Autumn Reviews and Term 3 Curriculum Webs will be sent home on Friday 9th December 

• We have been reflecting on how we can improve lunchtime procedures. From Monday, KS2 

lunch timings will change to 12:10pm-1:10pm. This means lunchtime will end for everyone 

at 1:10pm, enabling a smoother and quicker system for lining up and returning to classes, 

ready to get going with afternoon learning. 

 

Wishing you and your family an enjoyable weekend. 

 Miss Taylor 

 

Punctuality Matters 

• Arriving 5 minutes late every day adds up to over 3 days lost each year 

• Arriving 15 minutes late every day adds up to 2 weeks absence a year 

• Arriving 30 minutes late every adds up to 19 days absence a year 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1099677/Working_together_to_improve_school_attendance.pdf


SCIENCE PHOTO COMPETITION 
 

We are very excited this year to have the opportunity to work with a charity called the Ogden 

Trust.  They work with schools to develop the importance of science in everyday life, particularly 

physics within the school community. 

 

We would like to kick start our collaboration with an amazing photograph competition. We 

would love to see photos of you taking part in physics activities at home.  They can be emailed to 

school the school office with science photo competition as the subject. Remember to include your 

child’s name and class with the photo.  These photos will be judged and there will be a science 

prize for the winner from EYFS & KS1 and one from KS2.  The deadline for entries for the compe-

tition will be Friday 2nd December. 

 

Below are some great websites for ideas and YouTube is full of fun experiments to complete.  

Maybe make a bottle rocket, explore the solar system through a telescope, make a string tele-

phone, create an electrical circuit that makes something light up, build a moon buggy that moves, 

create electricity from a lemon, create a parachute for an egg.   

 

 

https://www.iop.org/explore-physics/at-home#gref 

 

https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/simple-physics-activities-for-kids/ 

 

https://www.superprof.co.uk/blog/physics-activities/ 

 

https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/25416/do-try-homesuitable-home-teaching 

 

 

We can’t wait to see what you explore and investigate! 

 

Mrs Meates and Mrs McDonough 

 

 

https://www.iop.org/explore-physics/at-home#gref
https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/simple-physics-activities-for-kids/
https://www.superprof.co.uk/blog/physics-activities/
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/elibrary/resource/25416/do-try-homesuitable-home-teaching


A message from the PTFA... 
 

 



Dates for your Diary 

Date Time Event 

24 November  6 - 7pm  Reception, KS1 and Y3 Bedtime Story  

7 December   10am  Reception & Year 2 Nativity Performance 

8 December  10am  Year 1 Nativity Performance  

13 December  6—7pm  Key Stage 2 Christmas  Performance  

Weekly Class Attendance 

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all our children can make strong progress. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable 

life skills. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time. Our 

whole school accumulative attendance for week of  14 November 2022 was 95.09%.  


