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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to the Summer Term! On Monday, we launched our theologi-

cal underpinning ‘Hidden Treasure’  

 

“The Kingdom of God is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found 

and hid; then in their joy they go and sell all that they have and buy that field.” 

- Matthew 13 

 

‘Hidden Treasure’ underpins our Core Values of Love, Courage, Crea-

tivity and Joy and help us be the ‘Best we can Be!’ Our Christian Dis-

tinctiveness means we celebrate God’s treasure of love ‘hidden’ in each 

of us. An example of demonstrating our ‘Hidden Treasure’ is when we 

live kindly, then kindness is released, and we become kindness! It was a 

memorable start to the work - at the end of the day all classes shared 

with the rest of the school some reflections and thoughts on our 

‘Hidden Treasure’ activities. 
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Term 5  

Week 7 

Notices 

Please park respect-

fully at drop off and 

pick up to ensure 

everybody's safety 

and respect for the 

community.  

 

Nut Free  

Please! 

Please see an example of our new ‘Shout-

Out’ Cards. Children (and adults) going 

above in perhaps demonstrating our Core 

Values, persevering with their learning or 

being an outstanding role model will be 

awarded one of these cards. If your child 

brings one of our ‘Shout-out’ cards home – 

you should feel very proud. They’re like 

gold dust! 

 



I have been enjoying hearing about the children’s entrepreneurial endeavours with the ‘Grow a 

Pound’ initiative. Tea parties, instant photographs, bespoke art masterpieces, popcorn selling, tie 

dye t-shirts…the list is endless. Thank you for the support and enthusiasm you have put into 

this fundraiser…just a few more weeks to go! 

Quick info: 

• Please note Term 5’s Link Parent Meeting will need to be rescheduled to 9 am on Friday 27th 

May.  

• We’re looking forward to having superb professional photos taken next week in readiness 

for our new school website we hope to launch before the end of term 

• The library project is on track to be complete by the end of Term 5 

• We continue to recruit an After-School Lead. This is a fantastic role, please have a think and 

share with any possible contacts who may be interested https://www.bwmat.org/After-

School-Care-Leader-St-Stephen-s-Church-Schoo/ 

Have a lovely (long) weekend! I am sure that extra day will make a world of difference to us all.  

Miss Taylor 

 

The Coronation Oak…. 

Did you know the oak tree closest to the school gates is known as the Coronation Oak?  

It was planted by the residents of Richmond Place and Beacon Hill to celebrate the Coronation of the 

Queen in 1953. So now you know what a 70 year old oak tree looks like! 

The current residents have commissioned a bench to encircle the tree to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee 

and to ensure the special place of the tree is recognised by the community. The position of the tree 

and the new bench will form an informal part of the life of the school in that it will surely become a 

natural meeting place for parents and children at the beginning and end of the school day. The Green 

is in practice an extension of the School playground after school in any event. For that reason, the res-

idents would like our School to become involved. 

John Greene, a long-standing local resident, will be giving a talk to the older children during the first 

half of the term to explain the relevance of the celebrations to mark the Jubilee of the longest serving 

Monarch in this country's history. He will tell them a bit about the more interesting aspects of the lo-

cal history and it will also provide an opportunity to explain something of the life of a tree in the con-

text of this Tree. 

The Platinum Jubilee will be celebrated by the local community by the traditional informal bring your 

own picnic on Richmond Green on Thursday 2nd June when the commissioning of the Bench will be 

celebrated. Families with children at the School will be very welcome whether or not they live in or 

around Beacon Hill. 



A message from Revd Philip… 

 

EXCITED ABOUT OUR THEOLOGICAL UNDERPINNING 

 

Haha! Worst headline ever, but also really exciting. Miss Taylor and I have been thinking about 

the ethos and values that underpin our Church School family. We have our core values of Love, 

Creativity, Joy and Courage - but how might they fit into a Christian context? 

 

One of the shortest stories of Jesus is the parable of the hidden treasure. Someone finds treasure 

hidden in a field, then sells everything to buy the field. We believe that Jesus' death and resurrec-

tion show the extent to which God goes to show us how much we are loved. And the treasure is 

God's love hidden inside each of us ... 

 

This is a subtle but wonderful thing. We seek to live well together, with all the full potential of 

human goodness - kindness, compassion, peace, joy, mercy, forgiveness ... In the Bible these are 

called the fruit of the Spirit. So, in our living we don't seek to impose these values as lessons to 

learn and acquire, rather we celebrate that they are within us already, God-given fruit, which we 

ask God to release in our lives and in our life together. 

 

On Monday Miss T and I led a Collective Worship in which we planted sunflower seeds. We 

looked at the seed, and at a full-grown flower. It's amazing that all the plant needs to be fully it-

self is hidden within the seed. With the right conditions it will root, grow and flourish. This is 

what we pray our school family will be like - not just in the school itself, but in our homes and 

hearts. The sunflowers will grow and produce seeds, and next school year each child will have 

one to bring home - the fruit of our wonderful theological underpinning! 

 

Just wanted to let you know that this is what we'll be reflecting on this term and next. Do be in 

touch if you'd like to know more. 

 

Blessings, and have a great BH weekend. 

 

Love, Philip 

 

 



A message from the PTFA… 
 

Grow a Pound 

 

Thank you to all of you who have got started with your Grow A Pound fundraising idea!  

 

We have heard of some brilliant efforts including instant photos being taken and sold at the 

Claremont, a coffee and hot cross bun sale, and various other stalls popping up around our 

streets selling items such as handmade jewellery, cakes, plants, and popcorn.   

 

Look out for upcoming sales on the green in the coming weeks including poppies and sunflow-

ers, keyrings, and even ice-cream! 

 

Please don't forget to share what you're up to via your classroom WhatsApp groups, or the PTFA 

Instagram - remember there are prizes for the most creative and most entrepreneurial ideas. If 

you want to share photographs, please make sure you have permission.   

 

Thanks for all your fabulous efforts so far and remember to check out your classroom pages on 

Invest My Community to upload your money raised and see how your class is doing.  

 

PTFA Quiz 

The date is in the diary! Friday 13th of May. Tables of up to eight people. £15pp. Tickets can be 

purchased on the green after school, with cash or card. 

On Easter Monday Isaac  (F5) organised a hot cross 

buns, coffee, and hot chocolate sale on his local play-

ground. Neighbours, passers-by and some classmates 

visited the stand and donated generously. Isaac want-

ed to help people in Ukraine as well so decided to 

split the proceeds 50/50 and donated to SOS chil-

dren’s village charity. The other half has been trans-

ferred to the class page. 

 

Alice Macdonald (F12) and her good friend Eva from Saint Saviours 

School set up a fundraising stall last Sunday selling sweets, homemade 

cakes and dog treats in aid of Ukraine (money to be split between 

Hope and Homes for Children and The Red Cross).  

They managed to raise a whopping £139, thanks to very generous 

neighbours/passers-by. 

 



Mums for lungs… 

We all know that pollution from vehicles is highly dangerous, especially for younger lungs. But, 

did you know, that burning solid fuels, whether in wood burners, open fires, bonfires, or fire pits, 

exposes children to damaging toxic pollution too? Fine particulate matter (PM2.5) is one of the 

most dangerous pollutants and in the UK, more than a third of this pollution comes from domes-

tic wood burning. This makes wood burning an even bigger source of particulate pollution than 

vehicles. Experts at Asthma UK and The British Lung Foundation have asked that people with 

wood burners only use them if they have no other source of heating. Please see the attached flyer 

for more information. 

 

 



Weekly Class Attendance 

 

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is im-

portant to ensure all our children can make strong progress. Attendance and punctuality are 

also valuable life skills. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of 

school time. Our whole school accumulative attendance for week of 25 April 2022 was  a bril-

liant 97.03%. Well done to Class 13 who achieved 100%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dates for your Diary 

 
Every week we will update this section with upcoming events, sometimes event dates may 

change due to changes to COVID guidelines and unforeseen circumstances, please make sure 

you check regularly to make sure you  are up to date with school events.  

Event changes will appear in green  

Date Time Event 

2 May   May Day Bank Holiday  

3 May  AM  Year 2 SATs  

5 May  AM Year 2 SATs 

6 and 9 May   Newbarn  

9 to 13 May   Year 6 SATs Week  

13 May   PTFA Quiz Night 

16 May  AM Year 2 SATs  

17 May  AM  Year 2 SATs  

27th May   PTFA Mufti Day  

27th May  End of Term 5  


