
St Stephen’s Primary Church School 

Tel: 01225 311 665 

Email: enquiries@ststephens.bwmat.org 

Twitter: @StStephensPri  

Instagram: ststephens.primary  

Facebook: Find us by searching St. Stephen’s Primary School, Bath  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thursday marked the first whole school visit of the year to St Stephen’s 

Church, for our Harvest Service. Reverend Philip led us through a won-

derful service with Gwen our Y6 Worship Ambassador sharing a lovely 

reading and prayer. Well done to half of our Reception cohort who made it 

out on their first school trip. All Reception pupils join us full-time from 

next week. 

Many thanks for your support as we navigate fewer entrances whilst our 

playground development gets underway, it’s much appreciated. It is look-

ing good and on track to be complete on Wednesday 28th September. Once 

it’s finished, Reception’s black gates will be open at the beginning and end 

of the day. This access will be for Reception families only, please. With all 

other families accessing school via the carpark at the rear of the school. 

We hope you can join us on Wednesday morning for our ‘Walk to School 

Breakfast’ 7:45am-8:30am on the playground. Not only is this an oppor-

tunity for our School Council to serve breakfast, but also an opportunity 

for our school community to come together. I’ve just had a quick look on 

the BBC weather forecast and it’s shaping up to be the perfect Autumnal 

morning. Money raised will be split between our Charity of the Year (to be 

decided by the children) and Arts Week. Please see the advert further in 

the newsletter for more details.  
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Notices 

 

Please remember to 

book your children’s 

lunches on Parent Pay 

 

Nut Free  

Please! 



This year, we have invested in updating and improving our IT resources for the children. Recep-

tion and KS1 have an additional 32 iPads, KS2 have an additional 64x laptops and each classroom 

has a visualiser which supports teaching and learning, particularly the feedback aspect from our 

Pedagogical Principles. This development now means that when delivering the Computing cur-

riculum every child in a KS1 or Reception will have access to an Ipad, and in KS2 a whole year 

group can be taught Computing at the same time, with each child accessing a laptop. No more 

sharing one between two! 

Next week, please look out for a letter informing you of how you can sign up to a Parents’ Con-

sultation which will take place on Tuesday 18th and Wednesday 19th October.  

Wishing you a lovely weekend – I always know it’s Autumn time when ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ 

returns to our screens!  

Take care,  

Miss Taylor 

Our very own Mrs Johnson-Swift is the final stages of her preparation to run the Bath Half-

Marathon. 

Following a visit to Bath City Farm with her class last year, Mrs Johnson-Swift was inspired to 

run for this superb local charity.  

Bath City Farm is a unique setting offering education opportunities, a place to relax and improve 

well-being plus the farm also supports a range of mental health projects. It is run as a non- for- 

profit urban farm where families can play, learn and de-stress.  

If you would like to and are able to offer some sponsorship to Mrs Johnson-Swift, she would be 

most grateful! 

https://localgiving.org/fundraising/KathrynJohnsonSwiftBathCityFarm/       

 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flocalgiving.org%2Ffundraising%2FKathrynJohnsonSwiftBathCityFarm%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C681ceea5aa4145ef0eef08da94f4a7e8%7C912786cd1df04ebe8f3f5f44c5f47805%7C0%7C0%7C637986075762927166%7CUnknown%7


Meet the Governors… 

Through the coming weeks we would like to introduce you to the team of Governors that sup-

port our school. 

 

Gemma Grierson – Chair of Governors 

 

I am delighted to be the Chair of Governors at St Stephen’s. I have been a parent governor at the 

school since January 2021 and took on the role of Co-Chair then Chair this year. I believe St Ste-

phen’s is a very special school – a culmination of the dedicated team of staff, inspiring leadership, 

wonderful parent community and most importantly the children that give the place its purpose.  

 

My own professional background is in primary education, most recently as a Headteacher of a 

primary academy in London, so volunteering as a governor is a wonderful opportunity to use 

my knowledge and experience to help support our school as it continues on its journey. 

My eldest son Kit is in Year 3 at St Stephen’s and I have two younger children yet to start school 

so we have many years ahead as part of the school community! 

 

Governors hold an important role at St Stephen’s. We have a strategic rather than operational 

role which means we are not involved with the day to day running of the school. Instead our fo-

cus is on supporting and challenging the school’s leadership team to drive school improvement 

and help St Stephens be the best that is can be. 

Our core functions include ensuring the clarity of the school’s vision, ethos and strategic direc-

tion; holding leaders to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils; the 

performance management of the Headteacher; and overseeing the financial performance of the 

school and making sure its money is well spent. 

 

Our team of governors meet 6 times a year as a full committee. In addition to these meetings we 

operate in sub-committees and as individual link governors to carry out monitoring visits in 

school. I am the link governor for SEND at the school and meet regularly with Mrs Presland, the 

school SENCo, to monitor and support the work that she does.  

 

Our governors come from a wide variety of professional backgrounds and our team is made up 

of a combination of Foundation governors, parent governors, Trust appointed governors and 

staff governors. Over half of our governors are Foundation governors, with a focus on preserving 

the religious character of the school and upholding its Christian distinctiveness.  

 

If you are interested in the role of the governors and potentially becoming a governor in the fu-

ture, please feel free to get in touch (contact details available from the school office), we would 

love to hear from you! 



 Our library has reopened: 

Parents and Carers are invited to visit our library after school to browse, read and borrow a new 

book with your children. 

If you would like to visit the library, you are welcome to do so on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs-

days and Fridays from 3.20pm-4pm.  

We look forward to seeing you there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from the PTFA… 

 

Second hand uniform  

The first uniform sale of the new school year made £216, and we would like to thank everyone 

who came along. 

 

Also thank you for all the continued support donating uniform for resale. At the moment the 

cupboard is overflowing, therefore could we kindly ask that people only donate uniform with the 

school logo until there is more room.  

 

The next sale will be Wednesday 19th Oct. This will coincide with parent consultations and so 

will run between 3-6pm. Please come and stock up, save money and the environment whilst sup-

porting the school!  

 

Thank you, PTFA 



Climate Corner   

 

http://www.familiesactingonclimateemergency.org.uk 

 

From the 24th September to the 2nd October a Climate and Biodiversity festival will be taking 

place across Bath and North East Somerset. There are lots of events including talks on improving 

energy efficiency in your home and forest school sessions. The festival will include a Climate 

Hub run by a volunteer-led group who’ve come together to open up a space for learning, discus-

sion, creativity, and community in the centre of Bath where everyone can get involved in finding 

solutions in response to the climate and biodiversity crises.   

 

Find out more here - https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/climate-biodiversity-festival-events  

 

 

Kidical mass bike ride is happening this Sunday in Weston -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, good news for those who are car-less / trying to use their car less! First Bus are lowering 

many of their fares from this Sunday including many adult fares. All child single tickets in the 

West of England zone will now be capped at £1.  

 

There is more information about the new prices here : 

 

https://www.firstbus.co.uk/bristol-bath-and-west/tickets/simple-tickets/ 

http://www.familiesactingonclimateemergency.org.uk
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/climate-biodiversity-festival-events
https://www.firstbus.co.uk/bristol-bath-and-west/tickets/simple-tickets/


Dates for your Diary 

 
Every week we will update this section with upcoming events, sometimes event dates may 

change due to changes to COVID guidelines and unforeseen circumstances, please make sure 

you check regularly to make sure you  are up to date with school events.  

 

Event changes will appear in green  

 

  

 

Date Time Event 

26 September   Reception children in full time 

26 September  2.30pm and 2.45pm  Parent Homework Session  

28 September   Walk to School Breakfast  

Weekly Class Attendance 

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all our children can make strong progress. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable 

life skills. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time. Our 

whole school accumulative attendance for week of  20 September 2022 was 91.11%.  

Please note the whole school accumulative will be lower due to our phased Reception weeks. 

 

 


