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Dear Parents and Carers, 

The builders have now left the site and the Reception playground is 

back in business! Many thanks to our parent community for last year’s 

fundraising which has enabled this project to happen. Reception chil-

dren have been carefully watching the project unfold and without any 

prompting or discussion have collectively referred to the space as, ‘The 

Garden.’ This sounds like the perfect name to me – The Garden is now 

officially open! 

Moving forward, access via the black gates is only for Reception fami-

lies. All other families, please continue to access school via the carpark 

to the rear of the school.  

 

Thanks to those of you who were able to join our ‘Walk to School 

Breakfast’ on Wednesday. Our School Council were on hand to collect 

orders and serve breakfast. The £143 collected will be split between our 

Charity of the Year (to be decided by the children) and our up-and-

coming Arts Week! The next ‘Walk to School Breakfast’ will be during 

the Spring Term – once the temperature starts picking up again.  
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Notices 

Please remember to 

book ASC in advance 

as the provision 

seems to be filling up.  

 

Nut Free  

Please! 



The children from Year 2, Year 4 and Year 5 all enjoyed their trips to the Guildhall, Bath Litera-

ture Festival. A huge thank you to all the parent volunteers who made the trips possible. The 

signed, prepaid books you ordered will be with your children very soon.   

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

A selection of children from Year 5 and Year 6 did a terrific job representing St Stephen’s at a 

cross-country event on Thursday. We had some magnificent results. Most importantly the chil-

dren gave their very best and used their ‘hidden treasure’ for that final push towards the finish 

line. We eagerly await the overall results to find out if the team have made it through to the 

county finals. Fingers crossed! 

Earlier in the week you should have received information about Parent Consultations which will 

take place during the final week of Term 1. If you’ve not yet signed up, please do. We have pro-

vided the option of parents’ providing up to three issues/topics you would like to discuss. This 

information is passed to class teachers in advance and helps ensure the 10-minute appointment 

can be productively spent. 

I would imagine we have some very tired Reception children after their first full week at school 

and some excited (and nervous) Y6 children eagerly awaiting the beginning of their Y6 residen-

tial on Monday! Wishing everyone a restful and happy weekend.  

 

Miss Taylor 



A message from Revd Philip… 

 

Well, what a wonderful Harvest Service we had at St Stephen's last week. Particular thanks for 

Gwen from Year 6 who helped me with reading and prayers, and to the St Stephen's Parents The-

atre Company Darlings, who were amazing in their scratch presentation of the classic, 'The Para-

ble of the Sower'. Legends. 

 

On Sunday we have Harvest Service at St Stephen's at 10.45. I can't remember a time when gifts 

for those with little or nothing are more vital. We are collecting fresh produce or Action Pantry, 

and ambient foodstuffs for Foodbank. During the service I'll be leading 'Hangout', our special 

downstairs time for children and young people. If you aren't able to come, the church will be 

open on Saturday morning, 10-12 for you to bring your gifts ready for Sunday. 

 

Next Friday, 7th October, we start a great course, 'Happiness Lab'. We ran one in the Spring to 

great appreciation. It's for all people, whether you hold to a faith or not, who want to explore 

what it is to be human, how to live well both in ourselves and those we journey with. It is seeded 

with the experience and wisdom of healthcare experts, psychiatrists, and faith leaders. It's from 

9.15-10.45am in St Stephen's foyer and runs for five weeks, not Half Term. Further information 

contact debbie@ststephensbath.org.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thinking ahead, we will be running our popular Advent Windows trail again this year, during 

the four weeks leading up to ... say it softly ... Christmas. There'll be more information soon but 

wanted to let you know so that you can get excited and offer to take part. 

 

Have a truly wonderful weekend. 

 

Love, Philip 



A message from the PTFA  

 

Calling all parents and carers - the PTFA is recruiting! 

 

We are currently on the hunt for new members to join our fabulous PTFA team. 

 

Co-Chair 

Are you an expert organiser? A demon at delegating? Enormously enthusiastic and encouraging? 

If 

so, the PTFA Co-Chair position could be right up your street! 

Alongside the existing co-chair Krena Harling, the main responsibilities include leading meetings 

and 

helping to steer the committee towards its aims. Sitting in the driver’s seat, you should be highly 

enthusiastic, full of ideas and demonstrate good leadership skills. You will be the key link be-

tween 

Claire Taylor Headteacher and the PTFA team. 

 

Co-Treasurer 

Do you have a strong head for numbers? Confident in balancing budgets? Consider yourself a 

methodical mastermind? Then why not consider our Co-treasurer position? 

Working with the other co-treasurer Liz Rees, and initially alongside Claire Vanni who is due to 

step 

down in July 2023, you will control the PTFA funds in line with the committee’s decisions. You 

will 

also ensure upcoming events are affordable and profitable, and report financial information to 

the 

rest of the team. You will liaise with the finance team at school re. funding and be accountable for 

submitting annual declarations, applying for licences and managing all the cash at the key PTFA 

events. 

 

In addition to these official positions, we are ALWAYS looking for new people to join the PTFA 

team. 

We are a lovely bunch (really!) and always welcome enthusiastic volunteers to share new fund-

raising 

ideas over a glass of wine! 

The commitment on your time is fairly minimal – and it’s a great way to meet new people, pick 

up some new skills and integrate yourself in the school community. 

 

We’d also love to hear from anyone who can only commit to volunteering for specific events 

throughout the year - any additional help is always incredibly appreciated and we guarantee 

you’ll 

feel rewarded seeing the fundraising turn into new books, laptops, and even a new playground! 

 

For any further information, please speak to your class reps. 

 

Finally, stay tuned for news on the AGM which is coming up soon! 



Climate Corner   

 

http://www.familiesactingonclimateemergency.org.uk 

 

We all know traffic creates dangerous air pollution, but what about pollution inside our homes? 

Our children are exposed to dangerously high levels of pollution already, so anything we can do 

to help reduce any extra is surely a good thing! Cleaning / decorating products, damp and 

mould, and cooking with gas all contribute to pollution in our homes but one of the main sources 

is solid fuel burning (wood, smokeless fuel, coal). In fact this produces even more particulate pol-

lution than all road traffic in the UK!  Asthma UK and The British Lung Foundation have asked 

people with woodburners/open fires to use them only if they have no alternative source of heat 

to avoid air pollution.    

 

 “Burning wood and coal in a stove or on an open 

fire releases particulate matter (PM). This can irri-

tate your nose and throat, giving you a cough or 

breathing problems. Burning wood and coal also 

adds to outdoor air pollution. Pollutants from 

burning wood on stoves and open fires create a 

higher percentage of emissions than road traffic 

emissions. Where possible, you should avoid using 

wood burners, especially if you have a lung condi-

tion. If you have asthma, your symptoms might get 

worse. If you have COPD, it makes you more likely 

to have a flare-up. In the long term, your risk of 

getting lung cancer is also increased from burning 

coal or wood.” 

 

 

You can find more information about the dangers of wood burning from Mums for Lungs here. 

 If you're in town this Saturday 1st October, drop by Abbey Square for the Climate & Biodiver-

sity Festival Community Day. There will be kids activities, advice on reducing your emissions 

(and energy / petrol costs), and the chance to find out about some of the brilliant organisations 

working on climate and nature in Bath. FACE (Families Acting on Climate Emergency) will be 

there, so come and say hi!  

http://www.familiesactingonclimateemergency.org.uk
https://www.blf.org.uk/support-for-you/indoor-air-pollution/causes-and-effects
https://www.blf.org.uk/support-for-you/air-pollution/types
https://www.blf.org.uk/support-for-you/air-pollution
https://www.mumsforlungs.org/our-campaigns/wood-burning


Dates for your Diary 
 
 

  

 

Date Time Event 

4 October 2022  Y6 leave for Abernant  

8 October 2022  Y6 return from Abernant  

11 October   INSET Day  

18 October  4.00—6.30pm Parent Consultations  

19 October  4.00—6.30pm  Parent Consultations  

21 October   End of Term 1 

Weekly Class Attendance 

Maximum pupil attendance is really key to us as we believe every lesson in school is important to 

ensure all our children can make strong progress. Attendance and punctuality are also valuable 

life skills. Please help us by keeping non-emergency appointments to out of school time. Our 

whole school accumulative attendance for week of  26 September 2022 was 97.6%.  

 

 


